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BT OLIVEE HOUGH. 

Thomas Holme was born in 
the year 1624; although a great 
part of his life was spent in Ire- 
land, there is little doubt that his birthplace was in England, 
most likely in Yorkshire. His parents, whose names are 
now unknown, appear to have been of good position and 
family, and Thomas Holme was styled " gentleman" by 
right of birth ; several facts lead to the supposition that his 
father belonged to a younger branch of the 
family of Holme, of Huntington, in the County 
of York, Thomas Holme used an armorial seal 
on his official papers, corresponding with the 
arms of this family, which are described in 
Burke's General Armory as: "Argent, a 
chevron azure, between three chaplets gules." 
The shield on Thomas Holme's seal is the same, surrounded 
by a bordure with ten roundels ; the bordure being used 
to distinguish the branch of the family. 
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While Thomas Holme was quite a young man the Civil 
"War between the King and the Parliament broke out; he 
took the side of the latter and became a captain in its army. 
He is said to have taken part in the Hispaniola expedition 
under Admiral Penn in 1664, either as one of the naval 
officers, who were largely taken from the army, or as an 
officer in the land forces under General Venables; his 
intimacy with the Penns and Crispins in after-years might 
have had its beginning here, and gives a coloring of truth 
to the statement. He was in Ireland in 1659, and was then 
a member of the Society of Friends. It is reasonably pre- 
sumed that he obtained lauds in Ireland during the settle- 
ment of Cromwell's soldiers there in 1655. There was a 
Captain Holmes (Holme ?) in Sir Hardress Waller's regi- 
ment, whose company was given lands in the Barony of 
Shilmalier, in County Wexford, in which county Thomas 
Holme afterwards resided, at least temporarily. In 1656 
many of the Parliamentary officers in Ireland joined the 
Society of Friends, The name of Thomas Holme occurs 
in the grants under the Acts of Settlement and Explanation 
passed after the Restoration.' 

Thomas Holme became an important man among the 
Friends in Ireland, and travelled extensively over the cen- 
tral and southern parts of that country, attending meetings 
of the Society. In many places he encountered the oppo- 
sition of the authorities to his religion, and received abuse 
and hard treatment from those that had formerly been his 
companions in arms. In 1659 a number of prominent 
Friends in Ireland published an address to the English 
Parliament, reciting their persecutions. It is entitled, " To 
the Parliament of England, who are in place to do Justice, 

' The Act of Settlement was passed by the Irish Parliament in 1662, 
confirming most of the English settlers in the lands they had gotten in 
Ireland during the Commonwealth period, though it restored a few Irish 
to their original estates ; in 1665 an act called An Act of Explanation 
was passed, relating to some points in the Act of Settlement. See " The 
Cromwellian Settlement of Ireland," by John P. Prendergast, London, 
1870 (2d ed.). 
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and to break the Bonds of the Oppressed. A Narrative of 
the Cruel, and Unjust Sufferings of the People of God in 
the Nation of Ireland, Called Quakers. London, Printed 
for Thomas Simmons at the Bull and Mouth near Aldersgate, 
1659." It is signed by Thomas Holme and fifty-two others, 
among them Samuel Clarridge and Robert Turner, both 
afterwards First Purchasers in Pennsylvania, William Ed- 
mondson, the well-known preacher, and some former officers 
under Cromwell, most of them sufferers mentioned in the 
narrative. This address tells that " Thomas Holme (late a 
Captain in the Army) Charles Collins, and several of the 
Lords people, being in a peaceable meeting at Wexford, 
had their meeting forcibly broken, and many of them vio- 
lently haled and turned out of the Town, by order from 
Edward Withers Mayor then." " Thomas Loe, Thomas 
Holme, William Blanch, and John Wrenn, being in Cash ell 
on their Journey, were apprehended by Colo. Lehuni's order, 
and brought before him, and he commanded the Sould. 
(violently) to turne them out of the town, and to cut their 
pates, three of them were not suffered to go into the town 
again for their horses." Thomas Phelps, of Limerick, 
besides other losses, " had his house broken open and rifled 
with a Guard of Sould. from the Governour (Col. In- 
goldesby) which Guard by the same Order rifled the houses 
of Richard Piercy and Thomas Holme, and took away what 
books and papers they pleased." In Besse's " Sufferings" 
it is stated that in 1660 the meetings of Friends in Dublin 
were frequently molested; a number of persons, of whom 
Thomas Holme was one, were taken from them and com- 
mitted to Newgate by order of Robert Dee, then mayor of 
the city ; Samuel Clarridge and Robert Turner were also 
of this number. In 1661, Thomas Holme, Robert Turner, 
and others were taken from a meeting in Dublin and com- 
mitted to Newgate, by order of Hubert Adrian, mayor.^ 
In an address of Friends in Ireland to the Lord Lieutenant 

' 111 1662, Sarah Holme and others were imprisoned for visiting 
Friends in Wexford Prison; this might have been Thomas Holme's 
daughter Sarah, or possibly his wife, whose name is unknown. 
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and Council, in 1673 (quoted by Charles Evans, M.D., in 
" Friends in the 17"" Centurj'"), occurs the following : " In 
the county of Wexford, Thomas Holme, having about £200 
due to him from one Captain Thornhill, for which judgement 
was obtained against hira in common law, was subpoenaed 
into Chancery by Thornhill, where he well knew Thomas 
could not answer on oath ; and so this Friend lost his debt." 
In 1672, Thomas Holme and Abraham Fuller of Ireland 
published " A Brief Eelation of some part of the Sufferings 
of the True Christians, the People of God (called in scorn 
Quakers) in Ireland for these last 11 years, viz. from 
1660 until 1671. Collected by T. H. and A. F." In 1731 
there was published a work called " A Compendious VIEW 
of Some Extraordinary Sufebkings of the People called 
Quakers both in ^evsian and ^uMattW, in the Kingdom of 
Ireland from the Year 1655 to the End of the Reign of 
King George the First. — In 3 parts. Dublin, Printed by 
and for Samuel Fuller, at the Globe, in Meath-street." 
Part I., according to Smith's Catalogue, " Contains the true 
Grounds and Reasons of their Consciencious Dissent from 
other Religious Denominations in Sundry Particulars," and 
was by Fuller and Holme ; they were both deceased at the 
time of this publication, and it was probably the same as 
their work of 1672 ; the second part consisted of examples 
of sufferings, and the third was a synopsis of the number 
of religious prisoners. These two books are very rare. 
Another work partly by a Thomas Holme, presumably the 
same one, as he wrote on similar subjects,* is " The Perse- 

'■ There was a Thomas Holmes of Westmoreland, who travelled in 
Wales in 1654 to 1657 and later, and was the first preacher of Friends' 
doctrines in that country. He wrote a letter from Cardiflf, dated 12 mo. 
27, 1654, telling about his journey, which is published in George Fox's 
Journal. George Fox mentions meeting him at Brecknock in 1667. He 
was imprisoned in 1658 in Monmouthshire, and also upwards of three 
months in Cardiff, and his wife, Elizabeth Holmes, coming to visit him, 
was imprisoned with him ; she was also a preacher, and was imprisoned 
on other occasions. He died in Wales in 1665. Whiting's Catalogue 
states that Thomas Holm of Westmoreland died in Wales in the days 
of King Charles II. It is possible he might have written the account 
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cution Of them People They call Quakers, In several places 
in Lancashire," by Leonard Fell, William Addamson, 
Thomas Holme, and others, " London, Printed for Giles Cal- 
vert at the Black-Spread-Eagle, neer the "West-end of Pauls, 
1656." 

Thomas Holme's first appearance in Pennsylvania history 
is on April 18, 1682, when William Penn appointed him 
Surveyor-General of the Province. In his commission he 
is styled " Captain Thomas Holme of the City of Water- 
ford in the Kingdom of Ireland." He sailed for Pennsyl- 
vania in the " Amity," which left the Downs April 23, 
1682, bringing with him his family, and also Silas Crispin 
(son of Captain William Crispin, who is said to have been 
the first Surveyor-General appointed by Penn, but died on 
his way to Pennsylvania in 1681) and John Claypoole, son 
of James Claypoole ; the latter wrote from London (to his 
brother Norton in the country) in this month, " I have been 
at Gravesend with My son John, who has gone per the Amity, 
Eichard Dimond, Master, for Pennsylvania, to be assistant 
to the general surveyor, whose name is Thomas Holmes, a 
very honest, ingenious, worthy Man." ^ His name is on the 

of persecutions in Lancashire, but the signature to the part written by 
Holme is printed " Tho : Holme," which is the way Captain Thomas 
Holme wrote his name. However, there were many of the name of 
Holme or Holmes in Lancashire, and the author may have been neither 
of the above. 

^ The historians Proud, Gordon, and Olarkson say the " Amity" was 
one of the three ships that sailed in 1681, and that she was delayed by 
contrary winds and did not arrive until spring of the following year ; 
other historians dispute this statement on the ground of her sailing in 
April, 1682. But the former were no doubt partially right as to the 
" Amity" being one of the ships that sailed in the summer of 1681 and 
being delayed by contrary winds ; it is likely that this was the vessel 
in which Captain William Crispin sailed for Pennsylvania, which, when 
in sight of the capes of Delaware, was blown oif and put into Bar- 
badoes, where Captain Crispin died; it is quite possible that then, 
instead of continuing to Pennsylvania, she returned to England, carry- 
ing the news of Crispin's death, and then again sailed for Pennsylvania 
in April, 1682, bringing Holme, who had meanwhile been appointed 
Surveyor-General ; and Silas Crispin, having probably been with his 
father and returned to England with the vessel, going out again in her. 
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list of First Purchasers, and he was a member of the Free 
Society of Traders, and one of that society's committee of 
twelve to reside in Pennsylvania, appointed at their meet- 
ing in London on May 29, 1682. 

On his arrival in Pennsylvania, Holme and his family 
took up their residence at Shackamaxon, where there 
was a settlement of English Friends who had come out 
in the preceding year; at first they stayed at the house 
of Thomas Fairman, who in this year sent a bill of 
charges to William Penn, for lodging Captain Holme 
and his two sons and two daughters. Holme brought a 
letter from Penn to the Indians, which said in regard to 
himself, "The man which delivers this unto you, is my 
special ffriend, sober, wise, and loving, you may believe 
him." He endorsed on the back of the letter, "I read 
this to the Indians by Interpriter 6* mo. 1682. T. 
Holme." ^ He was present at the first court held by Penn 
at New Castle, November 2, 1682, and also at the Great 
Treaty at Shackamaxon. 

It has been stated that Holme was appointed one of the 
Commissioners for Settling the Colony, in place of Wil- 
liam Crispin, deceased; and while no commission to him, as 
such, is extant to prove the statement, the fact remains that 
he acted with the other Commissioners in forwarding the 
settlement.^ Their first duty was to choose a spot where 

The London Gazette, Monday, April 24, to Thursday, April 27, 1682, 
has : " Deal, April Z3. This Morning the Ships in the Downs, outward 
bound, Sailed ; among them were five bound for the East-Indies, and 
one of Pennsilvania." 

^ This letter, without the endorsement, is printed in Janney's " Life 
of William Penn ;" there is a fac-simile in possession of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania. The original was exhibited in the Penn 
Parlor, at the Sanitary Fair, Logan Square, Philadelphia, 1864. 

^ The instructions to these Commissioners, dated September 30, 1681 
(the original is in possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania), 
have often been printed, and need not be repeated here. They were 
directed to William Crispin, Nathaniel Allen, and John Bezar. Their 
commission is dated October 25, 1681, and names a fourth Commissioner, 
William Haigue. They were all, except the deceased Crispin, whose 
place Holme took, in Pennsylvania at the time of Holme's arrival. 
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navigation was best and large ships might lie close to the 
bank, the land being at the same time high, dry, and 
healthy, and to lay out there ten thousand acres for the site 
of a great city. This proved to be a very difficult task ; no 
place could be found answering the requirements which 
would bear a city of such size ; the Commissioners explored 
the country and Holme made a survey of the west bank of 
the Delaware, and they chose the site at the mouth of 
Dock Creek. When Penn arrived in the following Octo- 
ber ^ he changed his ideas as embodied in the instructions, 
and had about two square miles, or twelve hundred and 
eighty acres, laid out for the city, which is the original 
part of the present city of Philadelphia.^ 
After Penn's decision was made, Holme, as Surveyor- 

^ Samuel C. Willits, in his MS. " History of Lower Dublin Academy," 
puts forth the opinion that Thomas Holme thought of the region 
between the Pennepack and the Poquessing, where he afterwards 
located part of his own land, as a site for the city; for he laid out 
the township of Dublin to contain about ten thousand acres, and ran 
a centre line through it which he called Susquehanna Street. Davis, 
in his "History of Bucks County," mentions a tradition that Mark- 
ham and the Commissioners had an idea of putting the city at Penns- 
bury. 

' When the city often thousand acres was laid out, the Commissioners 
were to give every purchaser of five thousand acres a lot of one hundred 
acres in this town land, in accordance with the conditions and conces- 
sions to first purchasers issued by the Proprietary, July 11, 1681. When 
Penn changed his plan, a tract was surveyed adjoining the city proper, 
which was called the " liberties," and out of which the first purchasers 
were to have their two per cent., while in the city itself they were to have 
only small lots. Josiah W. Smith, in the large foot-note on land tenure 
in his " Laws of Pennsylvania," says, " Not a single memorial can be 
found of this plan, nor any record of the alteration, or any written evi- 
dence of the consent of the inhabitants to the new arrangement ; but a 
regular series of uniform facts, upon the books of the Land-Office, 
establish it beyond a doubt." The method of apportioning the liberty 
lands and city lots is fully described in the same foot-note. Eeed, in 
the Explanation to his map of the liberties, 1774, quotes part of a letter 
from Holme, stating that Penn had instructed him not to give over eighty 
acres in the liberties on the east side of the Schuylkill to purchasers 
entitled to one hundred acres. This direction Holme carried out; it 
was given because the lands east of Schuylkill were considered more 
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General, laid out the city, extending from Cedar (now- 
South) Street to Vine Street, and from the Delaware to the 
Schuylkill River, and, as appears by the plan, also including 
three squares beyond the latter, although no city lots were 
assigned on the west side of the Schuylkill. The lots were 
then apportioned to the pui'chasers, being drawn before 
William Markham, Thomas Holme, William Haigue, and 
Griffith Jones 7th mo. 9, 1682, they certifying to that effect 
on the list of lots and owners.^ Holme drew up a map or 
plan of the city, which he called " A Portraiture of the City 
of Philadelphia;" this was printed in London in 1683 as 
part of a book entitled "A | Letter | from | William 
Penn ( Proprietary and Governour of | Pennsylvania | In 
America, | to the Committee | of the | Free Society of 
Traders | of that Province, residing in London | Contain- 
ing," etc. " To which is Added, An Account of the City 
of I Philadelphia | Newly laid out. | Its Scituation between 
two JSTavigable Rivers, Delaware and Skulkill | with a | Por- 
traiture or Plat-form thereof, | Wherein the purchasers lots 
are distinguished by certain numbers inserted, together with 
the Surveyor General's advertisement concerning the situa- 
tion and extent thereof. Printed and sold by Andrew 
Sowle, at the Crooked-Billet, in Halloway-Lane, in Shore- 
ditch, and at several stationers in London, 1683." This 
book contained: a letter from Penn describing the country 
and its inhabitants, native and foreign; Holme's plan of 
the city, divided into lots, which were numbered; an 
account of the city, being principally a list of the pur- 
chasers with the numbers of their lots on the plan; and 
Holme's description of the city, called " A short advertise- 
ment upon the situation and extent of the city of Philadel- 
phia and the Ensuing platform thereof, by the Surveyor 
General." The plan, list of purchasers, part of Penn's letter, 
and the " short advertisement" were reprinted in the ap- 

valuable ; any purchaser who took his liberty land on the west side got 
his full proportion. 

' This list is published in the Appendix to Hazard's " Annals of 
Pennsylvania." 
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pendixof John C. Lowber's " Ordinances of the Corporation 
of the City of Philadelphia," Philadelphia, 1812, the plan 
being printed from the original plate, then in possession of 
Dr. George Logan of Stenton. The whole book, with fac- 
simile title-page, was reprinted (with some other matter^) 
by James Coleman, Genealogical Bookseller, Tottenham, 
near London, N, in 1881. Philip Ford, one of the Free 
Society of Traders, wrote from London, Ist mo. 21, 1684/5, 
to Thomas Holme in Philadelphia, " As for the map of the 
city, it was needful it should be printed; it will do us a 
kindness, as we were at a loss for want of something to show 
the people." 

The plan, as published, did not long remain in effect. 
As early as 1684 all the streets west of Delaware Eleventh 
had been moved eastward, and the Broad Street was 
changed from 12th from each river to 14th from Dela- 
ware, the next street west being 8th from Schuylkill; this 
second plan still remains unchanged, except that several 
streets have been added west of Schuylkill Front Street, 
which was some distance back from the river. Eeed, 
in the Explanation to his map, 1774, says (and others 
have followed him) that this change was made by Ben- 
jamin Eastburn, who was Surveyor-General about 1740, 
but more recent investigations have shown that it was 
made as early as 1684, while Holme was still in office.* 

1 Coleman's reprint of Penn's letter, the Portraiture, etc., contains an 
address to the Eepresentatives of the Province, which Coleman found 
bound with a copy of the original, but which had nothing to do with 
it. The Historical Society of Pennsylvania has this copy of the address 
from which Coleman made his reprint. 

' This mistake probably arose because Eastburn was the first to draw 
up a new plan in accordance with the change. The following letter, 
among the Penn Papers in possession of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, refers to the publication of Eastburn's plan : 

"25 June 1755 

"Sir 

" The Plan of Philadelphia sent to the Honorable the Proprietaries 
was taken from a Draught or Plan of the same made by Benjamin East- 
burn a little before the Honorable Thomas Penn left Pennsylvania, 
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This change did not affect the part between Delaware 
Eleventh and Delaware Front Streets, which is still the 
same as on the Portraiture of 1683. 

When the plan of the city and assignment of lots there 
were finished, Holme turned his attention to the surveying 
of the country, and made a map of the Province, which 
was published in London under the name of "Map of 
the Improved Part of the Province of Pennsilvania in 
America Begun by Wil: Penn Proprietary & Governor 
thereof Anno 1681." It has a subheading, " A Map of the 
Province of Pennsilvania, Containing the three Countyes 
of Chester Philadelphia & Bucks as far as yet surveyed and 
laid out, the divisions or distinctions made by the different 
coullers respect the settlements by way of townships. By 
Thos. Holme, Surveyf Gen'." It was " Sold by Robert Green 
at the Rose & Crown in Budgrow, And by lohn Thornton at 
the Piatt in the Minories London," and dedicated by them 
to "William Penn. This map shows, in black and white, 
with colored lines for township lines, the settled portion of 
the Province, and the lands seated, with the owner's name 
on each tract; the township boundaries are nearly the 
same as afterwards laid down by juries appointed for that 
purpose, though not all of them are given names on the 
map. Geographically, it has a very fair degree of accuracy, 
except in the outlying districts, though the courses of some 
of the creeks as given by it are erroneous. The lines of 
the settlers' tracts are in general correct, so far as a map 
of small scale covering a large extent of territory could 
give them. A copy of this map, on a reduced scale, and 

which I understood to be done by his Honor's direction, in which there 
is no Notice taken either of the Publick Squares, or the Centre square 
as laid down in the Old Plan. 

" I think I may Venture to say that the Plan that you sent is a true 
Copy of that made by Benj* Eastburn and that there ia Ground suffi- 
cient for all the Streets and Squares laid down in the same. 

" The Measure from the West of Delaware Front street to the East 
side of 12'" street is 4921 feet or 298 perches & 4 feet. 

" Nich' Scull. 

"To Eichard Peters Esquire " 



Captain Thomas Holme, Surveyor- General of Pennsylvania, 423 

in plain black and white, was published by John Harris 
in London, date unknown.^ Harris's map was reprinted 
(Philadelphia, 1876) by Samuel L. Smedley, Chief-Engineer 
and Surveyor of Philadelphia; Smedley called his reprint 
a " Facsimile of Holme's Map, copied from an original print 
in possession of the publisher," but it is from Harris's 
copy. 

A fac-simile of Holme's map was published in 1846 by 
Lloyd P. Smith, stated to be " by an anastatic process 
from an original in the Philadelphia Library." Another 
reprint of the full-size map was made by Charles L. 
Warner, but it is not a fac-simile and has more color 
than the original.'' 

There has been a great deal of uncertainty about the 
date of publication of Holme's map of the Province, 
some writers asserting that it was published in 1684, while 
others argue that it was not published till much later, as it 
represents tracts some of which were not laid out till as late 
as 1725, as shown by returns of survey and patents. The 

' The Ridgway Branch of the Philadelphia Library has a curious 
copy of Harris's map which at first was thought to be a separate edi- 
tion, but on closer examination proved to have been constructed by its 
owner ; it consists of Harris's map, mounted on cloth ; around the sides 
and bottom are pasted what seem to be cuttings from an early print, re- 
sembling newspaper clippings, this reading-matter having the title, " A 
General Description of the Province of Pennsylvania in America," and 
being principally (but not entirely) copied from Penn's letter of 1683 ; 
the whole surrounded by a border of scroll-work, fruits, birds, etc. On 
the back is a note, " Given to me by Erskine Hazard, 1830," but not 
signed. 

' Neither of the maps published by Holme give the names of the 
owners of " town lota in the liberty lands" given to first purchasers in 
addition to their city lots and country tracts. His map of the city does 
not include this part and his map of the Province leaves it blank. This 
deficiency was supplied by John Reed, who published in 1774 a map 
of the "city and liberties of Philadelphia compiled from Thomas 
Holme's surveys." The Explanation printed with it quotes Holme's 
" advertisement" and extracts from some of his letters. These fragments 
preserved by Reed, and one quoted by Dr. More, seem to be the only 
remains of Holme's correspondence. None of the originals of these are 
known to be in existence. 
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map is not dated, the only date on it being in the heading 
" Begun by "Wil : Penn Proprietary & Governor thereof 
Anno 1681," which, of course, does not refer to the time 
of printing it. The only tenable theory, in view of the 
conflicting evidences of the different parts of the map, 
is that there were several editions, the first showing the 
earlier surveys only (which are the tracts nearest the 
city), and the subsequent editions being printed from the 
same plates, on which the later surveys had been added, 
without any alteration of the parts previously printed. It 
is certain that an edition was printed between the end of 
the year 1686 and the beginning of the year 1689, for the 
extract of Thomas Holme's letter of October, 1686 (printed 
with Dr. More's letter in 1687), ends thus : " I intend to send 

the Draught for a Map by the first " [" opportunity" 

probably] ; and during a discussion on the bounds of 
Chester County, by Governor Blackwell and the Council 
in their meeting 1st mo. 25, 1689, the Surveyor-General's 
Deputy was sent for, who showed the bounds of the county 
on the map, and the minutes of the Council say, " 'Twas 
observed by y° Goverr and Councill that y° mapp of The 
Province was the work of Thomas Holme, Surveyor Genell ; 
that it was dedicated to y° Proprietor by y° Publisher ; that 
many Coppys had been published in England and here in 
this Province." This settles the date of the first publication 
of the map some time in 1687 or 1688, and an advertisement 
in the London Gazette in May, 1688, evidently referring to 
this map, shows it to have been published by that time.* 
That the date 1684 is too early is shown by the names 

> London Gazette, Monday, May 7, to Thursday, May 10, 1688 : 

" B®" This is to give Notice, That fuch Maps which were made and 
fold by Mr. Eobert Green deceafed, are fold by Elizabeth Green his 
Daughter, at the Eofe and Crown in Budge-Eow, where Perfons may 
be furnished with all forts of Maps as formerly (viz.) The Map of 
Canaan, Jerufalem in two Sheets, England, Scotland and Ireland, 
a Map of Penfilvania, by William Pen Efq; Alfo a new Map of 
London." 

This undoubtedly refers to Holme's map. 
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attached to the tracts nearest the city (that is, the tracts 
earliest surveyed). Some of these were sold between 1684 
and 1687, and the ownership attributed to them by the map 
corresponds to the latter date ; one instance of this is Thomas 
Holme, who owned six hundred acres in Byberry, which 
he sold to Meholas Eideout in 1685 ; on the map it bears 
the name of I^icholas Rideout. This first edition could not 
have shoM'n the bounds of lands that were surveyed at a later 
date, but copies preserved at the present time contain, as 
stated above, tracts that were laid out later; for instance, 
Laetitia Penn's Manor of Mount Joy, and William Penn, 
Jr.'s Manor of Williamstadt, both taken up in 1704, Samuel 
Carpenter's great tract north of Moreland (now in Horsham), 
laid out in 1706, and others in the more distant parts, 
some of which were not surveyed before 1725, or even a 
few years later. Therefore these copies must be of an edi- 
tion published about 1730, but from the original drawings 
filled in to that time, for the tracts near the city are still the 
same on these copies as they were earlier, notwithstanding 
that many of them had in the mean while been subdivided 
and changed owners several times.' The map, as a whole, 
represents different parts of the Province at different dates, 
those nearest the city as they were in 1686, the more dis- 
tant as they were laid out, at intermediate periods, from 
that time to about 1780. Copies of the map may have been 
printed at any time between these two years, the original 
drawings remaining always unchanged, the newer surveys 
being added as they were made. The final edition, how- 
ever, seems to be the only one that has survived ; Harris's 
reduced copy and the Philadelphia Library copy from 
which Smith's fac-simile was taken both belong to it. 

The Commissioners to settle the Colony were also em- 
powered to purchase lands from the Indians, but they do 
not seem to have exercised this right as a body ; Markham 
purchased land near the Neshaminy from the Indians ; the 
deed was dated July 25, 1682, but none of the Commis- 

' Mr. William J. Buck was the first to point out the fact that the map, 
as we know it, represented different dates in different parts. 
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sioners' names are subscribed to it. However, Thomas 
Holme was present at most of the Indian treaties and had an 
important part in some of them. He was a witness to the 
deed made June 23, 1683, from the Indian chiefs Essepenaike 
and Swanpees to William Penn for lands between the Pen- 
nepaek and Neshaminy Creeks, and also one dated 4th mo. 
3, 1684, from Maughoughsin to Penn. In August, 1684, 
the old Commissioners were superseded by new ones with 
more limited powers, called the Commissioners of Prop- 
erty ;^ Holme, however, continued to conduct purchases of 
land. A deed was made July 30, 1685, from the chiefs 
Shakhoppoh, Secane, Malibor, and Tangoras to "William 
Penn for lands bounded on the east by two lines, both be- 
ginning at Conshohocken Hill, one running to Chester 
Creek and the other to Pennepack Creek, then up each creek 
to its source and then back from both points two days' jour- 
ney into the interior; this deed was, in its own words, 
" sealed and delivered to Thomas Holme, President of the 
Council," an office he held temporarily. At a meeting of 
the Council, 7th mo. 22, 1685, information having been 
given that body by Captain Cock, of the Indians' willingness 
to sell all their right to the land between Upland and " Ap- 
oaquinamy" (Appoquinimink, in the lower part of New 
Castle County) as far backward as they had any claim, and 
that they proposed meeting at Widow Scallop's on the 29th 
instant to treat about the same, the Council ordered Captain 
Thomas Holme, John Symcock, and the Secretary (William 
Markham), or any two of them, to be at that place, with full 
power to treat and complete the purchase. A deed dated 
8th mo. 2d, 1685, from a number of Indian sachems for 

^ At a meeting of the Provincial Council, 6th mo. (August, O.S.) 19, 
1684, a commission was read empowering Thomas Lloyd, James Clay- 
poole, and Eobert Turner to sign patents and issue warrants. They 
were called Commissioners of Property, and replaced, to some extent, 
the former Commissioners to settle the Colony, though their powers were 
more limited, the new Commissioners haying control only over the 
taking up of land, while the old ones had also power to purchase new 
lands, and, at first, a general superintendence, under the Deputy Gov- 
ernor, of the progress of the settlement. 
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land between Duck Creek and Chester Creek, was sealed 
and delivered to Captain Thomas Holme, Surveyor-Gen- 
eral.^ A pamphlet called " A Letter from Dr. More, with 
Passages out of several Letters from Persons of Good 
Credit, Eelating to the State and Improvement of the 
Province of Pennsilvania, Published to prevent false Re- 
ports. Printed in the Year 1687" (reprinted in Penna. 
Mag., Vol. IV. pp. 445-453), contains an extract of a letter 
of October, 1686, from Thomas Holme, in which he says, 
" We have made three purchases of the Indians which 
added unto the six former sales, they made us, will, I be- 
lieve, be Land enough for Planters for this Age." He then 
continues on the conduct of the Indians. 

' These deeds are printed in Vol. I. " Pennsylvania Archives." 
(To be continued.) 



